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About IC Change
IC Change is a campaign for the UK Government to ratify the Istanbul Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence. We believe that the UK needs a long-term, practical, targeted approach to ending violence against women in all its forms. The Istanbul Convention offers such an approach, and the Government must follow through on its commitment to ratify it. 

The campaign began in November 2014, and is run by a dedicated group of volunteers, supported by over 70 organisations. For more information, visit icchange.co.uk

Violence against women in the UK: the case for the Istanbul Convention
Violence against women is a silent epidemic in the UK: 
· 2.4 million adults aged 16 to 74 years experienced domestic abuse in 2018/19 (1.6 million women and 786,000 men)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Office for National Statistics, 2019, https://bit.ly/39RPSlP ] 

· An average of two women are killed by a partner or ex-partner every week[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Office for National Statistics, 2019, https://bit.ly/2XnvSCp ] 

· 30% of women in England and Wales have experienced some form of domestic abuse since the age of 16.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Office for National Statistics, 2018, https://bit.ly/2LUACKo] 


Violence can include stalking, sexual harassment, sexual violence and rape, domestic, physical and psychological abuse, forced marriage, forced sterilisation, female genital mutilation (FGM) and forced abortion. The Istanbul Convention places the diverse needs of all women, including disabled and migrant women, who have experienced violence at its core.

The Istanbul Convention: essential protection for women
The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence, also known as the Istanbul Convention, is the most advanced and comprehensive legal framework that exists to tackle violence against women and girls. UN Women have commended it as the 'gold standard' approach.

The Convention sets out minimum standards for a State’s approach to addressing violence against women, covering protection, prosecution and prevention. Ratification will strengthen the UK’s approach to tackling violence against women and girls. It will help to protect vital support services (helplines, rape crisis centres, counselling services and shelters), ensure better prosecution of perpetrators, and strengthen efforts to address the underlying causes and prevent violence in the first place.

The UK has made significant progress in meeting the requirements of the Convention, but has yet to ratify it. With high rates of violence against women, we believe that ratification is essential to ensure critical measures to protect and promote the rights of all women in this country. 

Delay to ratification
The UK Government signed the Istanbul Convention on 8 June 2012. However, the UK has yet to follow through on its commitment to ratify. 

For the past eight years, Government ministers have stated that the delay was due to the fact that some of our laws are not in line with the Istanbul Convention. In particular, extra-territorial jurisdiction (ETJ) does not yet apply to certain crimes relating to gender-based violence, such as rape involving adults and domestic violence. 

At the time of writing, 34 countries have ratified the Istanbul Convention.[footnoteRef:4] The UK is lagging behind on ensuring these vital protections for women become a reality. Indeed, the UK Joint Committee on Human Rights has already said the Government could harm its international reputation as a leader on tackling violence against women by failing to ratify the Istanbul Convention. [4:  Council of Europe, 2020, https://bit.ly/2TyXT8V  ] 


About the Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence (Ratification of Convention) Act 2017
The Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence (Ratification of Convention) Act 2017 was brought to Parliament in 2016 as a Private Member’s Bill by former MP Eilidh Whiteford, securing cross-party support.

The Act requires the government to set out a timetable for ratification of the Istanbul Convention and to report annually on progress towards ratification. These reports must include progress towards ratification, including in the Scottish Parliament, the Northern Ireland Assembly and the National Assembly for Wales. The third report was published in November 2019, but shows limited progress from the previous two.  

Draft Domestic Abuse Bill
The Domestic Abuse Bill 2020 has the potential both to overcome the final legislative hurdles to ratification of the Istanbul Convention, and to deliver a step change in the national response to domestic abuse and violence against women. We hope measures to extend ETJ in all four nations, as well as a commitment by the Northern Irish Executive to introduce new legislation against psychological abuse in their Domestic Abuse and Family Proceedings Bill, will mean the government finally honours its promise and ratifies the Convention. 

There are still gaps in the Domestic Abuse Bill – particularly for migrant women and those with insecure immigration status. IC Change supports the Step Up Migrant Women campaign, led by the Latin American Women’s Rights Service (LAWRS), and the three asks from Southall Black Sisters to ensure protection for all.

Road to Ratification
Assuming the Domestic Abuse Bill 2020 and the Domestic Abuse and Family Proceedings Bill are passed, the UK Government should be ready to ratify the Istanbul Convention. We need government to meet its obligation to produce a timetable for ratification, with clear final steps and target dates. Then we can finally join the other 34 countries that have made this clear commitment to ending violence against women.
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