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Template text for 8 June MP email or letter
	Thank you for taking action and contacting your MP for support! Below we have provided some standard text and suggestions for content. We know that MPs are much more likely to respond to personal stories and the opinions of their constituents, so if you feel able to, please personalise this letter before sending it to your MP. We have included guidance and ideas for personalisation in the sections highlighted in yellow below. Don't forget to delete these instructions! 
Let us know what they say! You can contact us here: info@icchange.co.uk 



Dear [MP NAME],

As one of your constituents, I am writing to ask if you will show your support for the ratification of the Istanbul Convention and that you take action to ensure that the UK ratifies this legislation immediately. 

As you may already know, the Istanbul Convention (IC) provides comprehensive legislation on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence. The 8 of June will mark 8 years since the UK signed the Istanbul Convention, yet it is still not been ratified. 

I am asking you to speak out on 8 June and call on the UK government to ratify the Istanbul Convention.

We know that MPs respond best to personalised messages. If you want to and you feel comfortable, you could share your reasons for supporting this campaign and why it matters to you here. You can find out more about the Istanbul Convention and the difference it would make on our website.. Alternatively, you can include: On average, two women die each week as a result of domestic violence in the UK and more than 85, 000 women are raped every year in England and Wales. I believe the Istanbul Convention would go a long way to making the UK a safer place to be a woman.

While there has been some progress towards ratification over the past 8 years, including the current Domestic Abuse Bill, developments have been too slow and the need for action is both critical and urgent.

Now more than ever, we need comprehensive legislation to support women who experience violence; to prosecute perpetrators; and importantly, to strengthen action to prevent abuse from happening in the first place.

(Some MPs have done lots to support the Istanbul Convention already. You can see if your MP has already spoken in support of the Istanbul Convention by finding their profile on this website and searching for 'istanbul convention' in their speeches. If your MP has already shown support for the Convention, you could thank them for this ). 

I am therefore asking you to speak out and call for ratification on 8 June to help keep the Istanbul Convention on the Government’s agenda. For a briefing and more information on how you can do this, please see: www.icchange.co.uk/8JuneAction

I’d really like to receive a reply from you letting me know how you will support the ratification of the Istanbul Convention on 8 June and going forward. 

Yours sincerely,
Name & Postcode: [Make sure you add your postcode so your MP knows you are a constituent] 
Website: www.icchange.co.uk 	Email: info@icchange.co.uk
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